
 

 

 

Update December 2021  
This bulletin covers the October-December period of 2021, and this update will detail how the Social 
Farming Support Service for Northern Ireland is continuing to support farmers and promote Social 
Farming. Please visit the Social Farming section of the Rural Support website: www.ruralsupport.org.uk or 
follow Rural Support on social media (Twitter: @RuralSupport; Facebook: Rural Support) to keep up to 
date on developments. You can also contact the Social Farming Support Service on the details below.  

 

Office: 028 86760040  
Email: socialfarming@ruralsupport.org.uk   

 
 

Social Farming Quarterly Discussion meeting 
 

In October we met on Zoom for the Social 
Farming Quarterly Discussion Group meeting. 
This included the roll out of a training document 
for frequently used Makaton words during social 
farming.  Farms are now using these during their 
Social Farming sessions with additional training 
in the pipeline. Next Social Farming Discussion 
meeting is scheduled for end January 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

SoEngage Plus Project 
 
 

 

 

Rural Support are a partner of the Erasmus+ funded 
SoEngage Plus project which is focused on 
producing training for farmers on video production 
to promote their Social Farming services. During 
December training materials were made available 
to the upskill farmers to create their own social 
farming videos. You can access the training at 
www.soengage.eu. 
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New Social Farming Support Service Coordinator starts  
 

 
November saw a new member of staff join Rural Support. 
Nikki Foster has joined the team as the Social Farming 
Support Service Coordinator under the expert guidance of 
Dr Aoibeann Walsh. Originally from Armagh, Nikki has 
spent the last decade working within health and wellbeing 
projects focusing on social isolation, loneliness, and 
community cohesion. We know she will fall in love with 
Social Farming!  

 
 

 
 

 

Social Farming Seed Grants 
Rural Support offered Social Farming Seed Grants to farmers with Social Farming delivery experience who 
wished to explore and offer new service user group participation and/or to remove identified barriers that 
were impacting on their ability to deliver a service. A number of Seed Grant projects are now complete or 
will complete in early 2022. Projects included working with new service user groups – students from a 
special educational school, individuals living with dementia, and service users from a drug and alcohol 
dependency service. A key barrier identified was that the service was not sufficiently known 
about/understood in the wider community. Projects reduced this barrier through the creation of 
promotional flyers, leaflets, and videos, and increasing their online presence through updating their social 
farm websites and social media. Well done to everyone who was awarded funding! 
 

 

An Tobar – John Muir Award presentation 
 

Congratulations to all at An Tobar CIC in 
Silverbridge, Co Armagh, who received the John 
Muir Discovery Award. Aoibeann was delighted to 
present the certificates and acknowledge all the 
effort and learning that took place since 
September 2020. The John Muir Award 
encourages people of all backgrounds to connect 
with, enjoy and care for wild places. The Discovery 
Award certificate features the inspiring words of 
John Muir, known as ‘Father of the National Parks’ 
“When we contemplate the whole Globe as one 
great dewdrop, striped and dotted with islands 
and continents, flying through space with all the 
other stars, all singing and shining together as one, 
the whole Universe appears as an infinite storm of 
beauty”.  

 

 
 

Well done everyone! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Training support for Social Farming group 
 

 

‘In-shot’ video training and support on production offered.  
A training review has taken place with training opportunities scheduled for January-March 2022 for 
existing and new Social Farms. 

 

 

Please get in touch with Rural Support to learn more about Social Farming 

Wishing you a happy Christmas and New Year!

 


