
 

 

 

Update September 2021  
This bulletin covers the July-September period of 2021, and this update will detail how the Social Farming 
Support Service for Northern Ireland is continuing to support farmers and promote Social Farming. Please 
visit the Social Farming section of the Rural Support website: www.ruralsupport.org.uk or follow Rural 
Support on social media (Twitter: @RuralSupport; Facebook: Rural Support) to keep up to date on 
developments. You can also contact the Social Farming Support Service on the details below.  

 

Office: 028 86760040  
Email: socialfarming@ruralsupport.org.uk   

 
 

Social Farming at Balmoral Show 2021 
 

September saw the welcome return of the Balmoral Show and an extra special showcase of Social Farming 
within the Healthy Horticulture pavilion. Across the four days of the show, Rural Support staff along with 
Social Farmers and participants, promoted the benefits of Social Farming to stand visitors which including 
Health Minister Robin Swann and DAERA Minister Edwin Poots. The colourful stand display represented 
the horticulture produce and activities from six of the active Social Farms across Northern Ireland. 
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SoEngage Plus Project 
 
 

 

 

 

Rural Support are a partner of the Erasmus+ funded 
SoEngage Plus project which is focused on 
producing training for farmers on video production 
to promote their Social Farming services. Within 
September, two case study videos were produced – 
Annagh Social Farm in Derrylin, Co. Fermanagh and 
Laurelview Equestrian Centre & Farm in 
Templepatrick, Co. Antrim. Videos will be publicly 
available on the SoEngage Plus YouTube page and 
available through www.soengage.eu.  
 

 

 
 

Annagh Social Farm 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Laurelview Equestrian Centre & Farm 
 

An Tobar Woodland Project Launch  
 

Also in September Rural Support were invited to speak at 
the launch of An Tobar Social Farm’s nature and heritage 
trail named Brian’s Wood funded by The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund. The Social Farming participants were a key 
part of the development of the trail and their efforts are 
there for everyone to see, hear, and enjoy. Rural Support 
have supported An Tobar in their Social Farming delivery 
since 2018 and Brian’s Wood is an extension of the unique 
place they have created – enhancing the landscape and 
opening it up for all. 

 
 

 
 

 

Social Farming in Northern Ireland  
 

 

Rural Support contributed to the national Social Farming event 
coordinated by Kerry Social Farming to mark the completion of 
the Erasmus+ funded FARCURA project. An overview of Social 
Farming in Northern was provided to attendees which focused 
on the practice as a service delivered by farmers. The key 
elements that make Social Farming work were presented as 
including the farmer’s time, skillset, and experience; farm 
environment; meaningful activities; and the opportunity for 
participants to learn and develop. 
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Rural Support’s Farm Support Hub NI  
 

A new digital resource for farmers and the farming 
family – the Northern Ireland Farm Support Hub – 
has been developed by Rural Support in 
partnership with HSENI and was launched in 
September by DAERA Minister Edwin Poots. 
The Hub is available through 
www.ruralsupport.org.uk and has been created to 
provide a practical, and easy to use digital 
resource for the farming community across 
Northern Ireland. It is an easy way to find up-to-
date information, ideas, and tools to help the 
farmer, the farm business and the farm family 
become stronger and more resilient. 
The resource hub is free and confidential to use, 
and the content has been specifically tailored to 
assist in situations familiar to many farmers and 
farming families, from financial challenges, animal 
health and welfare, Brexit anxiety, physical and 
emotional health concerns, and bereavement and 
loss.  
Social Farming and Innovation is a key element of 
the Hub menu, highlighting this area as essential 
for providing and giving support to feel connected. 
 

 
 

 

 

Support Hub Menu 

 

 

Support to Social Farming group 
 

 

Over the summer months the Social Farming Support Service continued to support farmers delivering 
Social Farming. This included update meetings in relation to funding arrangements, information sharing 
on COVID-19 regulations.  

 

 

Please get in touch with Rural Support to learn more about Social Farming 

http://www.ruralsupport.org.uk/

