
 

 

 

 

Update March 2020  
2020 started with a lot of enthusiasm and plans for the year ahead and while adjustments have had to be 
made due to COVID-19, the work of the Social Farming Support Service will continue. The January-March 
period was characteristically busy on Social Farms before sessions had to be paused.  
The first newsletter of 2020 will update you on progress and activity within the Social Farming Support 
Service for Northern Ireland. The work of the Social Farming Support Service remains focused on 
promoting the concept and practice of Social Farming and supporting existing and new Social Farming 
initiatives within Northern Ireland.  

Aoibeann Walsh, Social Farming Service Coordinator 
Mobile: 07736158983 

Email: aoibeann@ruralsupport.org.uk 
 
 

 

 

Social Farming Standards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Social Farming Standards 

Overview Document 
 

Within the January-March period, the application form of Social Farming 
Standards became live for farmers to register and complete. Reaching 
this stage marked a significant step in this ongoing process and a Launch 
Event will follow within 2020. 
Also, during this period Health and Social Care staff were invited to an 
overview presentation on what the Standards contain and how they will 
demonstrate the high-quality service farmers are providing. 
 
The application process involves 3 key stages: 

1. Online application 
2. Farm inspection visit 
3. Panel meeting 

 
The Social Farming Support Service will support farmers applying to the 
Standards, complete the farm inspection visit following application 
submission, and present the evidence gathered for each farm to the 
Panel meetings. The Social Farming Standards Panel is made up of a 
Rural Support Board member, a Health and Social Care representative, 
and a Health and Safety Executive NI representative.  
The first workshop supporting farmers to start the application process 
took place in late February and farm inspection visits got underway by 
mid-March. The Social Farming Standards will support the next stage of 
development of Social Farming in Northern Ireland. 
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SoEngage – ERASMUS+ Project 2018-2020 

 

 
SoEngage project partners in Cookstown,                 

February 2020 
 

In February, Rural Support hosted the fifth 
meeting of the SoEngage project – Engaging 
Farmers in Social Farming – in Cookstown. Rural 
Support through its Social Farming Support 
Service are a project partner alongside 
representatives from 6 regions: United Kingdom, 
Ireland, Spain, Poland, Germany and Romania. 
SoEngage is funded through Erasmus+ KA2 
Strategic Partnership in the field of Vocational 
Education and Training with the objective to 
develop training to support farmers to engage in 
Social Farming for economic benefit and 
sustainability of the farm and the rural 
community.  
The meeting focused on finalising the training 
modules developed by each partner, and the 
website design to host all the material. Before the 
next project meeting, each partner will focus on 
pilot testing of the training with farmers in their 
region. Despite the snowy weather, a farm visit to 
Butterlope Farm, Plumbridge, took place to allow 
project partners to get an insight into Social 
Farming in Northern Ireland. 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Social Farming Promotion   
 

 
 

Aoibeann Walsh,                                                        
Social Farming Support Service Coordinator  

 

 
 

Annie Mullan, Butterlope Farm  

 

Within February, Rural Support had the opportunity to promote Social Farming at the Local Engagement 
Partnership event for Western HSC Trust Learning Disability service users in Omagh. The event was an 
excellent opportunity to speak to both individuals who could benefit from participation and staff supports 
who can present it as an option. Annie Mullan from Butterlope Farm was also in attendance to promote 
her own funded Social Farming delivery.   

 

 

Social Enterprise Dragons’ Den Challenge 

 

 

At the start of March, Clare Cannon of Behind the 
Stable Door Farm in Bangor, Co. Down was invited 
to pitch for funding support within the Dragons’ 
Den challenge of Social Enterprise NI’s Annual 
Conference. Clare was joined on stage by two Social 
Farming participants who attend her farm and two 
pet lambs to showcase what her idea involved!  
Clare had hoped to use the funding support to allow 
visits with her animals for residents of a local care 
home. Although unsuccessful on the day, Clare’s 
pitch along with the participants highlighted what 
Social Farming has to offer.  

Social Farming participants and pet lambs on stage 
 

Continued Collaboration  
 

 

The collaborative efforts of the SFSS in 
Northern Ireland and Social Farming Ireland 
continued during the January-March 2020 
period. Efforts will be focused on 
implementing Social Farming Standards on 
an all-island basis with necessary 
adjustments for each jurisdiction. 
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Keeping Positive 

While March saw a stop in Social Farming delivery across Northern Ireland due to the restrictions in place 
related to COVID-19, the Social Farms are all still busy with daily and seasonal activities. Rural Support will 
be sharing images and messages from the farms on our social media and looking forward to Social Farming 
restarting when it’s safe to do so – below are a few of the images shared so far. 
  

 
Annagh Social Farm, Co. Fermanagh 

Brushing peach blossoms to cross-pollinate 
 

 
The Quarries Farm, Co. Down 
Recent arrival of pygmy goats  

 
Laurelview Social Farm, Co. Antrim 

Pedigree Irish Moiled heifer Ballyvesey Hope 
 

 
Yellow Road Farm, Co. Down 

Planting continuing as normal 

 

Get in Touch  
Please visit the Social Farming section of the Rural Support website: www.ruralsupport.org.uk or follow 
Rural Support on social media (Twitter: @RuralSupport; Facebook: Rural Support) to keep up to date on 
developments. You can also contact the Social Farming Service Coordinator on the details below.  
 

 
 

Aoibeann Walsh, Social Farming Service Coordinator 
Mobile: 07736158983 
Office: 028 86760040 

Email: aoibeann@ruralsupport.org.uk 
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