
 

 

 

 

Update December 2019  
The last newsletter of 2019 will update you on progress and activity within the Social Farming Support 
Service for Northern Ireland during October-December. Both this period and the year overall have seen 
significant developments in Social Farming regionally.  
As the last newsletter of 2019, it is important to note that in 2020, the work of the Social Farming Support 
Service will continue to promote the concept and practice of Social Farming and support existing and new 
Social Farming initiatives within Northern Ireland.  

Aoibeann Walsh, Social Farming Service Coordinator 
Mobile: 07736158983 

Email: aoibeann@ruralsupport.org.uk 
 
 

 

 

Rethinking Rural Conference 
 

 
Presentation on Social Farming delivered at the 

Rethinking Rural conference 
 

 

 
Presenters at the Rethinking Rural conference – 
Aoibeann Walsh, SFSS Coordinator, front third 

from left 

On October 7th, a Northern Health and Social Care Trust and Rural Support held a ‘Rethinking Rural’ 
conference, focusing on the health and social care issues pertinent to the rural community. Aoibeann 
Walsh, Coordinator of the Social Farming Support Service delivered a presentation on Social Farming, 
highlighting how farmers are delivering health and social care in rural areas. The presentation outlined 
what is involved in Social Farming, its benefits, and room for development. A video produced on Annagh 
Social Farm in Derrylin Co.Fermanagh was shown to attendees to demonstrate Social Farming in action. 
This was an excellent opportunity to showcase Social Farming as an innovative use of agriculture to 
promote therapy, rehabilitation, social inclusion, education, and social services in rural areas.   
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Social Farming Standards Development 
 
 

 
Farmer consultation meeting 

 

The significant work completed on the Social 
Farming Standards during 2019 was intensified 
during October-December. The Standards will 
offer increased accountability and assurance to 
Social Farming delivery. After further 
consultation with the farmer group led by Annie 
Mullan, consultant and experienced Social 
Farmer alongside Aoibeann from the SFSS, the 
structure and content of the Standards are now 
finalised. Consultation with the Health and 
Social Care Trusts as the key referral 
organisations will take place in January 2020 
after which the Standards will be operational, 
and efforts focused on supporting farmers to 
register and complete the process.  
 

 

SoEngage – ERASMUS+ Project 2018-2020 
 

 
 

 

Aoibeann Walsh, SFSS Coordinator, presents at the 
4th SoEngage project meeting in Timisoara, 

Romania, October 2019 

 
SoEngage project partners in Timisoara, Romania, 

October 2019 
 

In October 2019, the fourth meeting of the SoEngage project – Engaging Farmers in Social Farming – took 
place in Timisoara, Romania. Rural Support through its Social Farming Support Service are a project partner 
alongside representatives from 6 regions: United Kingdom, Ireland, Spain, Poland, Germany and Romania. 
The meeting focused on the training modules delivered by each partner, which are a key output of the 
project. During the meeting there were opportunities to visit Social Farming related projects, which was a 
valuable insight to case study examples.  
SoEngage is funded through Erasmus+ KA2 Strategic Partnership in the field of Vocational Education and 
Training with the objective to develop training to support farmers to engage in Social Farming for 
economic benefit and sustainability of the farm and the rural community.  
The next project meeting will be hosted by Rural Support in February in Cookstown, which will focus on 
finalising output content and allow project partners to visit an example of Social Farming in Northern 
Ireland. Further updates on the project will be provided in newsletters within 2020. 

 



 

 

Social Farming Introduction Training   
 

 
Karen Monteith, Gortilea Social Farm, delivering 

content to the group 

 

 
Trainee group visiting Gortilea Social Farm, Claudy 

 

In November, a group of farmers interesting in delivering Social Farming took part in introductory training 
offered by the Social Farming Support Service. Aoibeann Walsh, Coordinator, developed and led the 
training content and was assisted by Karen Monteith from Gortilea Social Farm who has a number of years’ 
delivery experience.   
The trainee group had the opportunity to visit Gortilea Social Farm in Claudy which offered a true insight 
into how Social Farming operates on a working family farm. The Social Farming Support Service will 
continue to support these farmers within 2020 as they consider Social Farming as an option for themselves 
and their farms. 

 

 

Social Farming Seed Grant  
 

In late November, Rural Support offered seed grant support for farmers to add innovation to their Social 
Farming service delivery through engaging with new service user groups and/or to enable identified 
barriers to be removed, making service delivery more possible/efficient. 
Applicants needed to be farmers/farm families with Social Farming delivery experience and have engaged 
with Rural Support’s Social Farming Support Service in connection to their delivery. In addition, applicants 
must be involved in farming activities outside of their Social Farming service provision.  
7 grants were awarded in December for projects to take place between January-June 2020. 

 
 

Continued Collaboration  
 

 
 

 

The collaborative efforts of the SFSS in 
Northern Ireland and Social Farming Ireland 
continued during the October-December 
2019 period. In particular, efforts have been 
focused on developing and offering the 
Social Farming Standards on an all-island 
basis. 
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Autumn/Winter Highlights   
October-December 2019 were busy months on farms delivering Social Farming across Northern Ireland.  

 

 

 

Annagh Social Farm, Derrylin – winners of 
Community Award 

 

 
Jubilee Farm, Glynn – winners of Social Enterprise 

award 
 
 

 
World Mental Health Day event on Yellow Road 

Farm, Hilltown 

 

 

 
Christmas party at An Tobar, Silverbridge  

 

Get in Touch  
Please visit the Social Farming section of the Rural Support website: www.ruralsupport.org.uk or follow 
Rural Support on social media (Twitter: @RuralSupport; Facebook: Rural Support) to keep up to date on 
developments. You can also contact the Social Farming Service Coordinator on the details below.  
 

 
 

Aoibeann Walsh, Social Farming Service Coordinator 
Mobile: 07736158983 
Office: 028 86760040 

Email: aoibeann@ruralsupport.org.uk 
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