
 

 

 

Update June 2019  
In the second newsletter of 2019, you will find updates on progress and activity within the Social Farming 
Support Service for Northern Ireland during the April-June 2019 period.  
The majority of scheduled delivery under the Social Farming Referral Fund was completed by the end of 
March 2019, with additional delivery on one farm up to the start of August. Developments have been 
ongoing to secure sustainable funding to allow service users to continue or commence participation post 
the Referral Fund opportunity. The April-June period has been particularly busy with promotion and 
awareness raising efforts – all of which will help the development of Social Farming.   
Within this newsletter, you will find an update on the Social Farming Referral Fund, the SoEngage project 
and collaboration with Social Farming Ireland, promotion efforts, and an update on the development of 
Social Farming Standards. Further newsletters will follow in 2019 as the work of the Social Farming Support 
Service continues to promote the concept and practice of Social Farming and support existing and new 
Social Farming initiatives within Northern Ireland.  

Aoibeann Walsh, Social Farming Service Coordinator 
Mobile: 07736158983 

Email: aoibeann@ruralsupport.org.uk 
 

 
 

Social Farming Referral Fund Update 
Delivery of Social Farming under the Referral Fund was completed in 3 of the Health and Social Care Trust 
areas – South Eastern, Western, Southern – by the end of the 2018/19 financial year in March 2019. 
Between the September 2017-March 2019 delivery period, a 85.7% delivery rate was achieved – enabling 
544 sessions of Social Farming to be delivered on 15 farms for 83 participants, totalling 977 engagements. 
A further 44 sessions are scheduled to be delivered by the start of August 2019 with one farm continuing 
to deliver sessions for service users from the Belfast Health and Social Care Trust – this will result in a total 
92.8% delivery rate for the Referral Fund. 
As a partnership fund between the Health and Social Care Board (HSCB), the Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) and the Public Health Agency (PHA), the cross-departmental fund 
was established to increase Social Farming activity on a regional basis through providing opportunities 
across the 5 Health and Social Care Trusts. Participants were receiving support from a Learning Disability 
or Mental Health service and expressed an interest in engaging in farming activity. The Referral Fund 
opportunity enabled increased delivery and participant engagement, which is key to the development of 
Social Farming in Northern Ireland. Developments have been ongoing to secure sustainable funding to 
allow service users to continue or commence participation post the Referral Fund opportunity. Social 
Farming is now recognised as an innovative service provided by farmers for the benefit of individuals in 
need of support in their local communities. 
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SoEngage – ERASMUS+ Project 2018-2020 
 

 

 
 

SoEngage project meeting, Granada May 2019 
 

 
 

 
 

SoEngage NI/RoI partner meeting, June 2019 
 

 

The third meeting of the Erasmus+ SoEngage project took place on the 20-21 May 2019 in Granada, Spain. 
SoEngage – Engaging Farmers in Social Farming – is funded through Erasmus+ KA2 Strategic Partnership 
in the field of Vocational Education and Training with the objective to develop training to support farmers 
to engage in Social Farming for economic benefit and sustainability of the farm and the rural community.  
In preparation for the meeting, each project partner developed case studies reflective of Social Farming 
practice in their country. The focus of the meeting was then to select 3-4 case studies to be used as 
examples of Social Farming within the training programme. The draft structure of the training programme 
was agreed with each project partner responsible for a module.  
A follow-up meeting with the UK (NI) and RoI partners took place in June 2019 to progress areas of specific 
responsibility. Meeting 4 with all partners will take place in Romania in October – further updates on the 
project will be provided in newsletters throughout 2019. 

 

Social Farming Standards Development 
Significant progress has been made in the April-June period on the development of the Social Farming 
Standards. The Standards will promote the delivery of a well-prepared, person-centred, safe Social 
Farming service by farmers on farms throughout Northern Ireland.  
Once the detail is finalised, a further consultation with the farmer group will take place as well as 
consultation with health and social care leads to ensure that the Standards are fit for purpose. Rural 
Support’s efforts in developing the Standards has been led by Annie Mullan of Butterlope Farm, 
Plumbridge and supported by the Social Farming Support Service Coordinator. Rural Support are liaising 
with Social Farming Ireland with the view that the Standards will be operationalise across the island of 
Ireland. 

 

Social Farming Survey 2019 

As part of the ongoing work of the Support Service to support existing and new Social Farming initiatives, 
a survey was issued in June 2019 to update records related to delivery, proposed delivery, need for capital 
improvements, and future direction. The survey was completed by 26 farmers involved in Social Farming 
and demonstrated the range of delivery happening currently, identified barriers to commencing delivery, 
itemised capital improvements that could enhance service delivery, and outlined the ongoing 
commitment of farmers to deliver Social Farming over the next 5 years. 



 

 

Promotion of Social Farming 
 

 

 
 

Social Farmers and participants at the                         
2019 Balmoral Show  

 

 
 

 
 

European Federation of City Farms visit                   
a Social Farm in Co.Antrim  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Promotion for Social Farming and the development 
of the Social Farming Standards   

 

 

 

School group visit to a Social Farm in Co.Tyrone as 
part of Open Farm Weekend 2019  

 

In addition to the promotion highlighted above, Social Farming benefitted from awareness raising at a 
series of workshops held for all civil service staff – Northern Ireland Civil Service Live – in May and June. 
As part of a presentation on the work of DAERA, Social Farming was highlighted as an example of 
partnership working. A video filmed on Annagh Social Farm, Co.Fermanagh was made for these workshops 
and demonstrated the benefits of Social Farming for participants and farmers. 
 

 

Continued Collaboration  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

The collaborative efforts of Rural Support’s Social 
Farming Support Service in Northern Ireland and 
Social Farming Ireland continued during the April-
June 2019 period. In particular, input to the Erasmus+ 
SoEngage project and the development of the Social 
Farming Standards has ensured our work has been 
closely aligned. This collaboration will continue 
throughout 2019. 
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Social Prescribing 

Social Prescribing is the provision of non-medical services in the voluntary, community, and social 
enterprise (VCSE) sector. It involves the creation and maintenance of referral processes and pathways that 
enable GPs and other health practitioners to make referrals into such services for individual patients. In 
Northern Ireland, a Lottery funded initiative has resourced Social Prescribing Officers attached to Health 
Living Centres to coordinate efforts in this area. DAERA are supporting this initiative through the provision 
of additional funding with a focus on rural areas.  
During the April-June period, efforts have been made by the Social Farming Support Service to highlight 
Social Farming as a referral option for individuals receiving support from Social Prescribing Officers 
regionally. This has resulted in the first Social Prescription being made to a Social Farm in Co.Tyrone – this 
exciting development has the potential to be built-on and replicated throughout Northern Ireland. The 
link between DAERA’s support for Social Prescribing and Social Farming has been instrumental in progress 
made. 

 

The People’s Accelerator Programme  
 
 

 

The Social Farming Support Service successfully applied for a 
place on The Young Foundation/Amplify NI’s People’s 
Accelerator Programme. The programme is focused on ideas 
and services targeted at achieving social change and 
innovation. Throughout May and June, the Support Service 
Coordinator participated in four workshops focused on social 
change, governance and finance, and impact measurement. 
Mentoring is included in the programme as well as an 
opportunity to pitch your idea/services to interested 
stakeholders. This is an exciting opportunity to both support 
the efforts of the Support Service in generating social change 
and also as promotion of the service. 

 

Get in Touch  
Please visit the Social Farming section of the Rural Support website: www.ruralsupport.org.uk or follow 
Rural Support on social media (Twitter: @RuralSupport; Facebook: Rural Support) to keep up to date on 
developments. You can also contact the Social Farming Service Coordinator on the details below.  
 

 
 

Aoibeann Walsh, Social Farming Service Coordinator 
Mobile: 07736158983 
Office: 028 86760040 

Email: aoibeann@ruralsupport.org.uk 
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