
 

 

 

 

Update September 2017  
July – September 2017 marked another busy period for the Social Farming Support Service (SFSS) Northern 
Ireland. This update will outline the key developments that have taken place or are ongoing. The focus of 
efforts during this period has been on securing funding for Social Farming activity on a regional basis to 
ensure that more farmers have an opportunity to deliver a service that individuals in need of support can 
benefit from.  
The Social Farming Support Service continues to offer a central point of contact for those interested in the 
concept and service delivery. 

Aoibeann Walsh, Social Farming Service Coordinator 
Mobile: 07736158983 

Email: aoibeann@ruralsupport.org.uk 
 

 

Social Farming Referral Fund  
As a result of extensive engagement and a recognition of the benefits of Social Farming participation, 
cross-departmental funding for Social Farming has been secured for the remainder of the 2017/18 
financial year – October 2017-March 2018. The funding partners are the Health and Social Care Board 
(HSCB), the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) and the Public Health 
Agency (PHA). 
This funding will enable an increase in Social Farming activity on a regional basis through engagement with 
the 5 Health and Social Care Trusts. The Referral Fund will enable both farmers with experience of service 
delivery to increase their current service provision and farmers who have engaged with the Social Farming 
Support Service (SFSS) to provide a service for the first time. Across these farms, individuals receiving 
support from a Learning Disability or Mental Health service will have the opportunity to participate in a 
Social Farming service and benefit from engagement. 
A key focus of this funded period will be promoting a sustainable funding and referral model for Social 
Farming so that service users can continue to benefit from participating in the service and farmers are 
supported to continue in service delivery. The SFSS will liaise with the 5 Health and Social Care Trusts to 
support referrals to the farms with availability to deliver. Ongoing support will be provided to the farmers 
delivering a service and monitoring of engagement will take place. 
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Social Farming Capital Grant Scheme 2017 
 

In September 2017 the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) provided a 
Social Farming Capital Grant Scheme for farmers currently involved or planning to be involved in the 
provision of Social Farming services to adapt their facilities and improve accessibility to contribute to a 
higher quality on-farm experience for service users and the farm enterprise. The Scheme offered funding 
for up to 50% of the total capital costs up to a maximum grant of £4,999. 
A similar scheme was offered by DAERA in 2016 and this additional capital funding opportunity represents 
the ongoing commitment of DAERA to support the development of Social Farming for the benefit of the 
farmers and service users involved. 

 

 

The National Ploughing Championships 2017 
The Social Farming Support Service had the opportunity to exhibit within the Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs’ (DAERA) stand at The National Ploughing Championships in September 
2017. This provided a significant platform to promote Social Farming and discuss what the Support Service 
offers for farmers delivering or interested in delivering a Social Farming service on their farm. The SFSS 
Coordinator also had the opportunity to attend the receptions hosted by DAERA and the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) during the Championships. 
As the event is based in the Republic of Ireland the cross-border collaboration between the two 
jurisdictions was emphasised to all visitors to the stand and during discussions at the receptions. In 
addition, staff members and Social Farming farmers and participants from the Republic of Ireland spent 
time at the stand. It was particularly helpful to have Susan Mullan from Gortilea Social Farm in Claudy on 
the stand to provide a personal perspective of developing and delivering a Social Farming service.  
 
 

  

 
Susan Mullan Gortilea Social Farm, Claudy 

promoting Social Farming  

 
 

 
Colleagues from Social Farming Ireland at the stand  

 

 



 

 

Italian Study Visit on Social Farming 

 
 
 

 
Study group with Shane McKinney and 

Elizabeth McIlwaine DAERA & SFSS Coordinator 
 

In September 2017, a study group from Italy visited 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland to learn 
about the development of Social Farming in the two 
jurisdictions. The visit was led by staff from the Italian 
National Rural Network (CREA – Centre for Research in 
Agriculture and Analysis of Agricultural Economics). 
Participants on the study visit were public officers from 
Italian regional governments and health services 
considering Social Farming from different perspectives 
and interested in improving their understanding of the 
support required to develop Social Farming. The group 
visited two farms in Northern Ireland delivering a Social 
Farming service – Annagh Social Farm in Co.Fermanagh 
and Gortilea Social Farm in Co.Derry. DAERA 
representatives instrumental in the development of 
Social Farming in Northern Ireland also met with the 
group. 
 

 
Study group at Annagh Social Farm, Derrylin 

 

 
Study group at Gortilea Social Farm, Claudy 

 

Get in Touch  
The work of the Social Farming Support Service (SFSS) continues to be focused on supporting Social 
Farming activity and development in Northern Ireland. Please visit the Social Farming section of the Rural 
Support website: www.ruralsupport.org.uk or follow Rural Support on social media (Twitter: 
@RuralSupport; Facebook: Rural Support) to keep up to date on developments. 
If you have a query about Social Farming or its development in Northern Ireland please contact the Social 
Farming Service Coordinator on the details below.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Aoibeann Walsh,                                                            

Social Farming Service Coordinator 
Mobile: 07736158983 

Email: aoibeann@ruralsupport.org.uk 
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