
 

 

 

 

Update June 2018  
June 2018’s newsletter will bring up detail on progress and activity within the Social Farming Support 
Service for Northern Ireland during April-June 2018. During this period, work has continued to promote 
the concept and practice of Social Farming and support existing and new Social Farming initiatives within 
Northern Ireland. The Balmoral Show in May as the flagship event in the Northern Ireland farming calendar 
proved yet again to be an excellent opportunity to spread the word about Social Farming. Continued and 
renewed collaboration on a national, cross-border, and international basis remains a core value of the 
Social Farming Support Service. During April-June, relevant training courses for farmers currently or 
interested in delivering Social Farming were facilitated through the Support Service.  
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Social Farming Referral Fund Update 
The Social Farming Referral Fund is a partnership fund between the Health and Social Care Board (HSCB), 
the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) and the Public Health Agency 
(PHA). The cross-departmental fund was established to increase Social Farming activity on a regional basis 
through providing opportunities across the 5 Health and Social Care Trusts. 
The Referral Fund has been in place since October 2017 and over 250 sessions have been delivered on 11 
farms by the end of June 2018. Participants referred for this opportunity are individuals receiving support 
from a Learning Disability or Mental Health service who have expressed an interest in engaging in farming 
activity. Farmers have increased their Social Farming delivery, returned to delivering a service or had the 
opportunity to deliver sessions for the first time under the Referral Fund. This increased delivery and 
participant engagement is key to the development of Social Farming in Northern Ireland. 
The Referral Fund is facilitated through the Social Farming Support Service which acts as an intermediary 
between the farmers and staff from each of the 5 Health and Social Care Trusts making referrals. A key 
element of the Referral Fund is a scoping exercise to record the impact of engagement for participants 
and farmers. An independent consultant with experience in the area of Social Farming is assisting the 
Support Service for this exercise and will be due to report findings in July 2018. 
In addition to more Social Farming delivery, progress under the Referral Fund has and will focus on 
promoting a sustainable funding and referral model so that service users can continue to benefit from 
participating in the service and farmers are supported to continue in service delivery. This has been 
achieved for 4 participants to date who engaged in Social Farming under the Referral Fund.  
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Social Farming at the Balmoral Show 2018 
 

 
Social Farming advocates Gerry Burns and Eugene 

Mullon, Armoy with Aoibeann Walsh, SFSS 
Coordinator 

 

 

 
Rural Support mentor and volunteer Lindsay 

Easson and Aoibeann Walsh, SFSS 
Coordinator with Dr Denis McMahon, DAERA 

Permanent Secretary 

The 150th Balmoral Show took place from the 16th-19th May and with four days of brilliant sunshine it was 
a great showcase for the agriculture sector in Northern Ireland. As with previous years, Rural Support 
exhibited at the show along with the Farm Families Health Check service within a partnership led by the 
Health and Safety Executive. Over the four days visitors to the stand got to hear about the work of Rural 
Support, including the Social Farming Support Service. An important engagement during the show was the 
visit of Dr Denis McMahon, newly appointed Permanent Secretary for DAERA. Dr McMahon expressed his 
support for Rural Support and his interest in Social Farming and its development. 
   

 

Collaboration Meeting with Social Farms and Gardens 

 
 

 
Collaboration meeting, June 2018 

 

Launched as a merged organisation in April 2018, Social 
Farms and Gardens has replaced the Federation of City 
Farms and Community Gardens and Care Farming UK. 
An initial meeting between Social Farms and Garden’s 
Northern Ireland staff and the SFFS Coordinator and Rural 
Support’s Chief Executive took place in May 2018 to ensure 
that we continue to work in collaboration as per our working 
relationship prior to the merger. 
A further meeting with Social Farms and Garden’s Director 
Chris Blythe and staff member Rachel Bragg, formerly of 
Care Farming UK took place in June 2018 to establish a 
consensus on our working relationship. The importance of 
collaboration and supporting each other’s efforts was 
emphasised by all. This renewed collaboration will be 
supported by a Memorandum of Understanding agreed by 
both organisations. 



 

 

Training Opportunities  
During April-June a number of specific training opportunities were organised for farmers currently 
delivering a Social Farming service or those farmers keen to increase their readiness to deliver a service. 
In May 2018, Keeping Adults Safe was delivered to a group of 19 individuals representing 12 farms by 
Volunteer Now. In June 2018, a Self-Care workshop was delivered to 11 individuals representing 8 farms 
by Conor McCafferty of Zest NI. 
An Introduction to Social Farming training course will be offered in late summer/early autumn 2018. This 
course will be open to farmers who are interested in delivering a Social Farming service and service 
support staff who are interested in supporting individuals to engage in Social Farming sessions. Details of 
this training will be made available as soon as possible and circulated through various means – please 
contact the Social Farming Support Service Coordinator if you are interested.  
 

 
Keeping Adults Safe training for Social Farmer 

group 
 

 
Self Care workshop for Social Farmer group (along 
with Rural Support staff, mentors and volunteer) 

 

Further Collaboration  

 
 
 

The Social Farming Support Service for Northern Ireland continues 
to be involved with the ERASMUS+ CRANE project on 
multifunctional agriculture. This project involves Italy, Spain, Malta 
and Northern Ireland.   
A project meeting was held on Monday 16th and Tuesday 17th April 
2018 during which the partner representatives had the 
opportunity to visit two farms in Drumbeg and Saintfield delivering 
or planning to deliver a Social Farming service. 
In May 2018 two farmers involved in Social Farming in Northern 
Ireland had the opportunity to travel to Malta for a study trip as 
part of the CRANE project.  
 



 

 

 
CRANE project partners visiting Laganvale Farm 

 
CRANE Project Meeting in Malta, May 2018 

 
 

 
 

 

The ERASMUS+ PROFARM project is focused on professional and 
personal empowerment in Social Farming. Project partners of the 
Netherlands, Italy, Germany, Finland, Portugal, Czech Republic and 
Bulgaria. The Social Farming Support Service for Northern Ireland 
contributed to a peer-review committee workshop to review 
project outputs in the Netherlands in April. 

 

 
SFSS Coordinator & Aisling Moroney,                                            

Social Farming Ireland Researcher during PROFARM workshop 

Continued collaboration with Social 
Farming Ireland is an important 
strength of the SFSS. Shared learning 
is facilitated through regular contact 
and input to events and projects. 
Cross-border network development 
will be a focus of the remainder of 
2018 to ensure that the growth and 
development of Social Farming on 
the island of Ireland is sustained with 
the key stakeholders. 
 

 

Get in Touch  
Please visit the Social Farming section of the Rural Support website: www.ruralsupport.org.uk or follow 
Rural Support on social media (Twitter: @RuralSupport; Facebook: Rural Support) to keep up to date on 
developments. You can also contact the Social Farming Service Coordinator on the details below.  
 

 
 

Aoibeann Walsh, Social Farming Service Coordinator 
Mobile: 07736158983 
Office: 028 86760040 

Email: aoibeann@ruralsupport.org.uk 
 

 

http://www.ruralsupport.org.uk/
mailto:aoibeann@ruralsupport.org.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjIkqOGtq_aAhUB2RQKHbcRCPkQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.profarmproject.eu/&psig=AOvVaw3JWQsV9aytjbtj-Leb18ZI&ust=1523439906600501
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjRs6KR6YrcAhWHthQKHUpiDq4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.socialfarmingacrossborders.org/&psig=AOvVaw11D7w99DvR-9gL6pbYa7eT&ust=1530978402666769

