
 

 

 

 

Update & Looking Forward in 2017 
As the first month of 2017 draws to a close, it’s a good time to both look back on the key events of late 
2016 and look forward to what’s in store for 2017. Building on progress made in 2016, the focus this year 
will be on securing sustainable funding for Social Farming to enable individuals in need of support to have 
the opportunity to benefit from what is a person-centred service in their rural community. The farmers 
and farm families involved to date are committed to providing a service that meets the needs of social 
inclusion, having a valued role by completing meaningful activity, and developing relationships. I will 
continue to offer support and promote the concept of Social Farming in the year ahead – as always, I can 
be contacted on the details below if you have any queries or suggestions. 
 

Aoibeann Walsh, Social Farming Service Coordinator 
Mobile: 07736158983 

Email: aoibeann@ruralsupport.org.uk 
 

 

Social Farming Study Trip to the Netherlands 
At the beginning of November 2016, Jude McCann (Rural Support’s Chief Executive) and I had the 
opportunity to undertake a study trip to the Netherlands. The purpose of the trip was to focus on key 
areas of Social Farming that need attention – funding and structures to support activity; effective referral 
pathways; operational issues; promotion; and research and reporting – in order to strengthen its 
development in Northern Ireland. The Netherlands is recognised as the pioneer of Care Farming (as Social 
Farming is also known) and being able to visit Care Farms and observe activity, and also meet key 
stakeholders involving in delivering and researching the concept was a valuable experience.  
Key lessons learned and areas for discussion within a Northern Ireland context include: 

1. Number of participants/days per week on farm 
2. Work needed on logistics/practical support 
3. Importance of on-farm support 
4. Tailoring a farm’s enterprise for Social Farming service 

Care Farming is widely understood in the Netherlands as a service that can benefit a range of groups in 
need of support. Progress is needed on engaging more service user groups in Northern Ireland, such as 
individuals with dementia as our farm visits allowed us to see first-hand the benefits of engagement.  

  

 
Woodwork activity on Care Farm 

 

 

 
Purpose built cow shed on Care Farm 
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DAERA Social Farming Capital Grant Scheme 
 

The Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) continued their support of Social 
Farming in October 2016 through a Social Farming Capital Grant scheme. The scheme was open to farmers 
currently or planning to be involved in Social Farming to adapt their facilities and improve accessibility 
with the aim of benefitting Social Farming service users and the farm enterprise. Funding was available for 
up to 50% of total cost up to a maximum grant of £4,999, and a total of 14 grants were awarded. 
This support from DAERA was a further significant development for Social Farming in Northern Ireland as 
it will enable work to be completed that is focused on providing a high standard of service. DAERA Minister 
McIlveen commented that “These grants can make a huge difference to the quality of the on-farm 
experience”.  
 

 

Rural Support Website Update – Social Farming Section 
After a period of development work, a significant update to the Rural Support website went live in Autumn 
2016. There is a section on Social Farming which includes an interactive map detailing the location of Social 
Farms throughout Northern Ireland together with farm profiles, Social Farming news, Frequently Asked 
Questions on the concept, and a form to submit an Expression of Interest in becoming a Social 
Farmer/joining the Social Farming database. 
 

 
 

We hope that you find the site easy to use and informative – the latest news and featured news items are 
updated regularly so please visit it at www.ruralsupport.org.uk.   
 

 

Key Activity – Supporting Social Farming Activity and Development 
In the period between September and December 2016, the focus of the Social Farming Support Service 
continued to support farmers at different stages of Social Farming engagement. In addition, the need for 
a sustainable funding and referral model for Social Farming within all five Health and Social Care Trusts in 
Northern Ireland was highlighted to the Regional Day Opportunities Cross-Departmental Group. Further 
discussions in this area have taken place and progress will be ongoing in 2017 to increase the opportunities 
for people in need of support to access a Social Farming service.   
 

http://www.ruralsupport.org.uk/


 

 

Working in Collaboration – Progress in the Republic of Ireland 
With support from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in the Republic of Ireland, the 
Social Farming Support Office in the Republic of Ireland is gearing up for a busy 2017 as they establish a 
national support network for the promotion and delivery of Social Farming in Ireland. The funding will 
support Social Farming activity throughout the country, with four regional hubs (Border-Midlands Region; 
South West Region; West Region; South East Region) working under the national Support Office based in 
Leitrim Development Company. In my role as Social Farming Service Coordinator for Northern Ireland, I 
will be part of the Advisory Committee for this work and feel that progress in the Republic of Ireland will 
benefit the future development of Social Farming in Northern Ireland. 
 

 

Social Farming Training & Development 
First Aid Training 
Addressing a training need identified by the farmer group, Emergency First Aid at Work training was 
organised for September 2016 in Loughry College Cookstown. The 1-day training course was delivered by 
Industry Training Services and meets the Health and Safety (First Aid) Regulations (NI) 1982. Those who 
completed the course included farmers with experience delivering Social Farming and those developing 
plans to provide a Social Farming service. 
 

CEVAS Therapeutic Route Training – 7th & 8th March 2017, Greenmount College Co.Antrim 
CEVAS stands for Countryside Educational Visits Accreditation Scheme and the training is for individuals 
who are working – or plan to work – with groups of school children, young people or clients with additional 
needs. This is the first time the CEVAS course has been offered in Northern Ireland and it will specifically 
cover the Therapeutic Route, which is relevant to Social Farming. If you are interested, please book your 
place at www.cevas.org.uk.  
 

Further Specific Training Opportunities 
I will continue to circulate relevant training opportunities to those on the Social Farming database and 
welcome any suggestions for training courses that the Social Farming Support Service could facilitate to 
benefit the group of engaged farmers.  
 

Becoming Social Farming ready – TRAINING OPPORTUNITY  
Becoming a Social Farmer takes time and effort. Completing training with peer support is an important 
tool for development. In order to support farmers interested in providing a Social Farming service in the 
future, introduction training is being designed for March 2017. This training will provide farmers and also 
support service staff with a background to the concept and relevant subject areas, an insight into the Social 
Farming experience, and support for taking the next step to delivering a Social Farming service. A key 
feature of this training course will be input from practising Social Farmers and an opportunity to visit a 
Social Farm. 

If you would like to take part in the training course,                                                               
please contact Aoibeann on the details provided. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Aoibeann Walsh,                                                            

Social Farming Service Coordinator 
Mobile: 07736158983 

Email: aoibeann@ruralsupport.org.uk 
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